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SUMMARY
ARTSAT-2 DESPATCH is developed by ARTSAT project, which consists of voluntary members in The
University of Tokyo and Tama Art University. DESPATCH, 50cm cube in size with a mass of 33 kg has a
spiral-shaped 3D-printed sculpture as the main structure of the spacecraft. It is the world’s first spacecraft whose
body itself is an artwork. In addition, it has an orbital mission; it generates “space poems” from sensors’ data and
transmits them with CW beacon. DESPATCH was launched into earth escape trajectory as a piggyback payload
with Hayabusa-2 by H-2A F26 rocket from Tanegashima Space Centre on December 3, 2014. According to this
successful launch, we demonstrated the 3D-printed micro spacecraft on the orbit firstly in the world.
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DESPATCH sent the beacon from the orbit and achieved 4.7 million km communication on December 14, which
is the world’s longest record between two amateur radio stations.

KEY WORDS: nano-satellite, ARTSAT project, 3D printer, Hayabusa-2, deep space
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