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Whose idea was it…

… to hold the ISU SSP 
in Houston in June?

(Hurricane 🌀 season)



What was I asked to do?

Give two science lectures with the titles:

Accessible and understandable to  
non-experts and non-native English speakers

Guidelines:

50 minute lecture + 10 minute Q&A

Submit slides ~1 month in advance

“Our Solar System and Exoplanets” 

“Moon and Mars”



What was I asked to do?

Study notes: Three “test” questions1 ~ 3 pages

Advanced reading / study material



Who are the students?

Any field of the space industry

Scientists

Engineers

Educators

Lawyers

Communicators

Managers

Graduate students

Postdocs

Professionals

Teachers



A lecture for a broad audience

Jim Green,  
Chief Scientist at NASA (Retired) 

An audience of professionals, but with a 
very broad background. 

Cover the basics for non-scientists

With a little “something new” for the 
experts.





“Basics” phases of the Moon

“Mid-level” tidal locking,  
how moons are formed(Most material)

“New research” the lunar magnetic field, 
JAXA’s SLIM mission

Example





“Basics”

“Mid-level”
(Most material)

“New research”

Example

Dust collision

Resonant orbits

The ‘Grand Tack model”

Hayabusa2 mission and 
asteroid Ryugu analysis



The experience
Lots of questions!

VERY varied

e.g. can we terraform Mars?

Students and lecturers eat 
together in the dining hall

The schedule is very busy. So 
this is a good opportunity to 
chat with the lecturers!

Lecturers did have to attend 
on-site (no online option).



TA:

Meritxell Lorber


